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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Convocation messages: Be part of your community 
The theme among the messages delivered at convocation on August 27 
was similar: be an active member of the campus and surrounding com-
munities. 
During his remarks, President Mark A. Murray urged students to ask 
themselves questions that will form the basis of their college education 
and activities. 
"The most basic questions are the same - who are you as a person, 
what do you value, and how do you hope that your life and lives of those 
you live and work with will be different in the years ahead," he said. 
Those questions, Murray said, will not be best answered by individuals. 
"They will be found and refined over time in community, with friends 
and family, in discussions with faculty, in activities, and in open and 
respectful conversation with other members of the community," he said. 
New Student Senate President Jonathan Osborn's speech was interrupted 
by a cell phone call from his mother. Taking the call at the podium, 
Osborn used the example to demonstrate the prevalence of cell phones 
and linked it to voter registration. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Mark A. Murray addresses the audience at convocation, held 
at the Fieldhouse Arena on August 27. 
He asked audience members with cell phones to stand; then audience 
members who were registered to vote to stand. The number of people 
standing was similar. 
The ceremony concluded with award presentations to faculty and staff 
members: 
"These are two different forms of communication," Osborn said. "Why 
are we so quick to jump to cell phones and not to the voting booths? We 
must tell our country - by voting - this is what we want." 
Patricia Underwood, professor of nursing, received the Outstanding 
Community Service Award. Underwood recently left Grand Valley for a 
similar position at Old Dominion University in Virginia. Jean 
see 'Faculty' on page 3 
Across Campus 
Photo courtesy of William Crawley 
Criminal justice instructor William Crawley, back row 
second from left, poses with other Project Safe 
Neighborhoods Task Force members. Also pictured is 
Attorney General John Ashcroft, front row fourth from 
left. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
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Grant given for 
criminal justice 
endeavor 
Project Safe Neighborhoods has been 
awarded a $510,588 grant to help com-
bat illegal drug possession and gun use 
in the Western District of Michigan. 
PSN is a national program that has 
been implemented locally by a task 
force in partnership with the United 
States Attorney's Office. 
Grand Valley criminal justice faculty 
members William Crawley and Jim 
Bolger have been appointed by the U.S. 
Attorney to act as fiscal agents and 
advisors to the PSN Task Force. Crawley and 
Bolger will oversee and monitor all of the 
funded PSN activities for the federal district. 
"PSN supports educating the public, especially 
community youth, regarding issues of gun vio-
lence. It also provides the ability to focus and 
enhance local gun-related investigations and 
prosecutions," Crawley said. 
PSN is a partnership between all levels of gov-
ernment to implement a national strategy to 
reduce gun crime. Crawley said each commu-
nity 's PSN task force works to design and 
implement a local approach to combat the 
unique criminal circumstances that area faces. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Grand Valley's ALERT Labs will expand 
programming with federal grant 
Grand Valley's Alcohol Education, Research and Training (ALERT) Labs 
was deemed a model for the nation and received a $127,000 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Education to help disseminate its program nation-
ally and enhance the recovery program. 
The announcement was made August 16 by U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-
Holland, and Deputy Secretary for the U.S. Department of Education 
Gene Hickok. Both men were in Grand Rapids to conduct roundtable dis-
cussions with area school superintendents. 
Hickok said the ALERT Labs grant recognizes the success of the depart-
ment's programs. 
Nancy Harper, ALERT Labs director, said the grant allows ALERT Labs 
to expand its recovery program, which was established last year. Harper 
said the Pathways Recovery Program will be a "community building" pro-
gram with activities throughout the year for students recovering from 
alcohol and other drug addictions. About 25 students were in the program 
last year, some living on campus. About 20 other students are expected to 
join Pathways Recovery this year. 
Grand Valley is one of six universities in the country to have a program 
for recovery students. 
R&D moves to Devos Center 
The Faculty Research and Development Center moved from Lake 
Michigan Hall to 301C De Vos Center, effective Monday. 
All proposals and grants submitted to the Faculty Research and 
Development Center will now have to be sent to the new address . This 
would include human and animal research proposals. The phone numbers 
remain the same: Jean Moseler x12281 and Angela Miller x13197. 
Merit announces new regional fiber rings 
Merit Network has expanded high-bandwidth networking opportunities 
for Michigan education and research organizations with the addition of 
two new regional fiber-optic rings. 
The two new rings are located in Grand Rapids and Chicago. Utilizing a 
facilities-based network, including fiber directly to the customer, will 
provide Merit's members and affiliates the ability to participate in high-
performance networking opportunities without the typical proportional 
increase in circuit cost. 
The Grand Rapids ring offers bandwidth of at least 1 gigabit per second 
(one billion bits per second). Grand Valley is already attached to the ring. 
For more information, contact Grand Valley's Information Technology 
department at www.gvsu.edu/it or the Merit support team at 
www.merit.edu/mn/support/index. 
Campus Connector ridership 
increases dramatically 
Study, talk to friends, save some money - those are just a few reasons for 
hopping on a bus at Grand Valley, and more people are discovering the 
advantages. Ridership on the Campus Connector, Center for Health 
Sciences Express and the Off-Campus Apartment Shuttle continues to grow. 
Ridership on the Campus Connector was 311,621 in 2003-04, compared 
to 210,002 the prior year. 
Grand Valley opened a new parking ramp at the Pew Campus. It will offer 
940 parking spaces, an increase of approximately 680 spaces. In 
Allendale, 1,100 new spaces were constructed to support new housing 
additions. 
'Beyond the Classroom' 
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Photo by Adam Bird 
Joan Shaver, dean of the College of Nursing at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago, speaks at the Advancing Interdisciplinary Health Professions 
Education conference, held August 18 at the Cook-Devos Center for 
Health Sciences. Sponsored by the colleges of nursing and health pro-
fessions and MERC, the conference focused on an interdisciplinary 
approach to patient care. 
···-------------------------
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Pew FTLC faculty associates 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly dur-
ing the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forurn/form.html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center Director Catherine Frerichs (front 
row, left) and Assistant Director Ron Garrett (front row, second from 
left) are pictured with faculty associates (back row, left to right) Scott 
Grissom, Parvez Sopariwala, Curt Jones; (front row) Constance Jones 
and Joe Jacquot. Not pictured are Kris Mullendore and Barbara Roos. 
The Faculty Associates Program is a group mentoring program for new 
faculty run by the FTLC. 
What's Ahead 
'Beyond the Classroom' 
The works above are a few of the p ieces by GVSU Art and Design facul-
ty in "Beyond the Classroom," an exhibit featured at the Art Gallery 
now through September 24. The campus community and public are 
welcome to view the work of Grand Valley's accomplished artist-faculty 
members and visiting artists. An opening reception will be held 5-7 p.m. 
on Thursday, September 9. 
Benefit concert for f acuity member planned 
Colleagues and friends of bassist Dave Spring will gather on September 10 
for a special concert in honor of Spring, who is recuperating from a stroke 
he suffered in May. 
The Benefit Concert for Dave Spring will take place at 8 p.m. at the 
Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center. Admission is free; however, 
donations to the Dave 
Spring Fund for medical 
expenses will be accepted 
at the door. 
The evening of jazz will 
feature the GVSU Faculty 
Jazz Ensemble (of which 
Spring is a member) with 
Kurt Ellenberger, piano, 
Tim Froncek, drums, and 
special guests David Renter 
on saxophone and David 
Morgan on bass. The con-
cert will be preceded by a 
wine and cheese reception 
featuring the music of 
Dave Spring, right, with fellow Faculty Jazz 
Trio members Kurt Ellenberger, left, and 
Tim Froncek. 
Keaton Royer and 13-year-old Chris Bardolph - both students of Spring. 
The benefit concert marks the first anniversary of the release of Spring's 
first CD, "It's a Spring Thing." It also marks the release of a new CD, "A 
Tale of Three Cities," recorded with Spring three days before he suffered a 
massive stroke. All receipts from the evening's sale of the new CD will be 
donated to the Dave Spring Fund. 
Spring, 47, an artist-faculty member at GVSU since 1999, has performed 
in a wide variety of musical settings with many of the world's great jazz 
musicians, including Dizzy Gillespie and Arturo Sandova, and was a 
featured member of the renowned New Orleans group, The Meters. 
Besides teaching bass at GVSU, Spring has also taught in jazz programs at 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and is an adjunct faculty member at Grand 
Rapids Community College. 
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Continuing Education offers 
dance, piano classes 
Continuing Education is offering fall semester programs in dance for chil-
dren and adults and piano for adults. 
The dance program will begin on September 13. Twelve-week sessions in 
beginner or intermediate ballet, intermediate jazz and boy's ballet boot 
camps are available. Classes are for children 10-17 and adults, and are 
taught by faculty members and dance students. Piano lessons will run in 
three 12-week sessions from September 13-November 29. Beginner adult 
classes will run from 5-6 p.m. or 6:30-7:30 p.m.; intermediate classes will be 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
To register for piano or dance classes, call x17180. More information is 
online at www.gvsu.edu/learn. 
Fall Arts Celebration features stellar lineup 
Critically acclaimed authors, Pulitzer Prize-winning poets, and celebrated 
artists, musicians and dancers are among the guests featured in Grand 
Valley's second Fall Arts Celebration. Mark your calendars for the follow-
ing events. More information will be available in next week's Forum, or 
online at www.gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
September 14, 8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Showcase Concert 
September 22, 7 p.m.: Academic Lecture by historian H.W. Brands 
September 29, 7 p.m.: Academic Lecture by novelist Marge Piercy 
October 4-29: Art Gallery Exhibit with works by Russian sculptors 
Dmitri and Daniel Kaminker 
October 15, 7 p.m.: Poetry Night featuring Rita Dove and Charles Wright 
October 19, 8 p.m.: Student Collage Concert 
October 30, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.: Dance Stars of the New Millennium III 
November 4, 7 p.m. : Academic Lecture by T.S. Eliot scholar Ronald 
Schuchard 
November 10, 7 p.m. : Academic Lecture by author Earl Shorris 
Multicultural Student Reception planned 
Students, faculty and staff members are invited to the annual Multicultural 
Student Reception, scheduled for Thursday, September 16, from 5-7 p.m. 
in Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
Student and university organizations will staff information tables; food will 
be served. The reception is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, EXCEL Program, Housing Office, Office of Student Life, 
Admissions Office, Career Services, Women 's Center, Pew Campus 
Student Services and the Counseling and Career Development Center. 
Johnson Center will host leadership 
seminar for non-profits 
A Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership conference 
will discuss the latest nonprofit governance and leadership challenges, and 
explore current strategies with nonprofit leaders. 
"Governing Nonprofits for Success -The Nonprofit Board of the 21st 
Century" will be held September 17. It will feature keynote speaker Sandra 
R. Hughes, of BoardSource. For more information or to register for this 
event, contact the Johnson Center at www.johnsoncenter.org or x17585 . 
• •• 
Faculty, staff receive awards at convocation 
continued from page 1 
Nagelkerk, professor of nursing, received the 
Outstanding University Service Award for serv-
ing as chair of Faculty Senate and current chair 
of the Senate's executive committee. Charlene 
Beckmann, professor of mathematics, received 
the Distinguished Contribution in a Discipline 
Award. Laurie Witucki, assistant professor of 
chemistry, received the Outstanding Teacher 
Award. 
Bruce Tweddale, senior analyst, was recognized 
as the Administrative/Professional Achievement 
Award recipient. Faculty members Dennis 
Devlin, James Grant, Deanna Morse and 
Richard Veazey were recognized for 25 years of 
academic service. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by the Springfield 
(Missouri) News-Leader, Kalamazao Gazette 
and News-Leader.com about the role of politics 
in places of religious worship. 
Marie McKendall, professor of management, 
was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 and 
WOOD-TV Channel 8 about the new federal 
overtime regulations. 
Charles F. Pazdernik, assistant professor of 
Classics, was interviewed by WGVU Radio 
about the history of the ancient Olympics. 
Deana Weibel, assistant professor of anthropol-
ogy, was interviewed by the Associated Press for 
a story about religious shrines like Indian 
River's "Cross in the Woods." 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was interviewed by the Grand 
Haven Tribune for a story about conducting a 
study to improve Spring Lake's water quality. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Marianne Fischer, records auditor, was recog-
nized in Vital News, a publication of the Vital 
Ground Foundation about a campus fund-raiser 
to raise money for grizzly bear conservation. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was invited to serve on the 
Minnesota Sea Grant Science Advisory Panel. 
Dan Balfour, professor of Public and Nonprofit 
Administration, presented a paper, titled "The 
Public Context and Moral Paradoxes of Ethical 
Leadership," at the Public Administration 
Theory Network in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Angela Hessler, assistant professor of geology, 
co-authored an article, titled "A Lower Limit for 
GVFaces 
Damon Arnold, director of 
Academic Services for Athletics 
Damon Arnold joined Grand Valley in February 
as the new director of Academic Services for 
Laker Athletics. As director, Arnold acts as the 
liaison between the athletic department and each 
academic department to encourage academics 
as a priority for all of Grand Valley's student-
athletes . 
Arnold spent the last four years at Washington 
State University, working in the African-
American Student Center as the liaison between 
the center and the athletic department and help-
ing to establish a mentoring program. 
"This is the best Division II school in the nation, 
so I couldn't have picked a better place to 
come," Arnold said. 
Atmospheric CO2 from Weathering Rinds on 3.2 
billion-year-old River Gravels," published in 
Nature . 
Ginny Peterson, assistant professor of geology, 
co-presented two papers, titled "Amphibolites as 
a Tool for Fingerprinting Terranes in the Blue 
Ridge of Western North Carolina" and "Bedrock 
Geologic Map of the Marshall 7.5 Quadrangle, 
North Carolina: Recent Mapping and Shrimp 
Geochronology of Proterozoic Rocks within the 
Blue Ridge Basement Complex," at the 
Geological Society of America Abstracts with 
Programs, Southeastern/Northeastern Section 
meeting. 
Pat Colgan, assistant professor of geology, was 
a co-author of a paper, titled "Modeling the 
Deglaciation of the Green Bay Lobe of the 
Southern Laurentide Ice Sheet," published in 
Boreas. Colgan also received a grant from the 
Michigan Space Grant Seed Grant Program for a 
project that uses remote sensing and field work 
to estimate glacier retreat in China. 
Steve Mattox, assistant professor of geology, 
co-presented a lecture, titled "Developing a 
State-wide Applied Earth Science Exam," at the 
Michigan Science Teachers' Meeting in Lansing. 
He also co-presented a paper, titled "Engaging 
Elementary Students in Earth Science through 
Reading, an Update," at the conference. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, served as the chief 
scientist for the week-long Great Lakes Institute 
onboard the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency's Lake Guardian vessel. 
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, wrote an 
article, titled "Bringing The Wall to Broadway," 
published in the Journal of American Drama 
and Theatre . 
Kathryn Remlinger, associate professor of 
English, presented a paper, titled "The lntwined 
Histories of Identity and Dialect in the Copper 
Country," at the Michigan's Copper Country 
Symposium: History, People, and Place in 
Houghton. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members 
Carl Ruetz and Donald Uzarski received a 
$10,000 grant from the Great Lakes Coastal 
Program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
study the distribution of round gobies in Lake 
Michigan coastal habitats. 
Deborah Herrington, assistant professor of 
chemistry, presented a paper, titled "Don't 
Mistake My Kindness for a Weakness: Surviving 
Your First Year and Keeping Your Sanity," at the 
18th Biennial Conference on Chemical 
Education in Ames, Iowa. 
Parvez Sopariwala, professor of accounting and 
taxation, wrote an article, titled "Cost 
Terminology in the 21st Century: Using Direct 
Labor Cost in a Costs vs. Resources 
Framework," published in Management 
Accounting Quarterly. 
Gordon J. Alderink, associate professor of 
physical therapy, presented a paper, titled "How 
to Ask and Answer a Well-Build Clinical 
Question: A Case Report Involving 
Strengthening in Spastic Cerebral Palsy," at 
Mary Free Bed Hospital & Rehabilitation 
Center's Grand Rounds series. 
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, presented a 
paper, titled "History of Logging in Emmet 
County," at the Seventh Annual Shay Days, 
sponsored by the Harbor Springs Historical 
Society. 
Dave Poortvliet, Institutional Marketing Web 
manager, gave a presentation, titled "Optimizing 
Web Sites for Search Engines," at a CASE 
conference at Salisbury University in Maryland. 
Akalu Tefera, assistant professor of mathemat-
ics, gave two presentations, "A Brief Tour of 
Multlnt: A Maple Package for Multiple 
Integration by the WZ Method" and "Multlnt: A 
Maple Package for Multiple Integration by the 
WZ Method," at the 2004 East Coast Computer 
Algebra Day in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. 
···-----------------------
While Arnold's aspirations are to become an ath-
letic director, he said he first had a few lessons 
to learn about the value of education. 
A native of Cleveland, Arnold moved to 
California when he was 11. During high school, 
Arnold was transferred to a continuation school. 
"It worked out great for me because I always felt 
like I was a different type of learner," he said of 
the adjustment. "I never really appreciated 
school at that time, but once I got kicked out, 
this whole unbalanced transitional thing played a 
part in me and my understanding of the impor-
tance of education." 
Arnold's revived appreciation for education 
motivated him first to attend the continuation 
school and then continue his education, earning 
a bachelor's degree in sociology, master's 
degrees in 
both at-risk 
youth and 
sports 
psychology 
and a 
doctorate 
in educa-
tional 
leadership. 
Guided by 
his life 
experience, 
Damon Arnold 
Arnold instills in his athletes the value of 
education. He said, "Not only are they here to 
be successful on the field, on the court, in the 
swimming pool, but they're also, and more 
importantly, here to be successful in the 
classroom." 
